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1. SUMMARY. THE NETHERLANDS HAS NOW BROUGHT ITS OIL CRISIS 
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TO THE EC AND HAS ASKED EOR COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE EC COMMISSION RECEIVED A TELEX ON OCTOBER 30 EROM THE 
DUTCH GOVERNMENT WHICH OUTLINED A THREE-POINT PROGRAM TO MEET 
THE CRITICAL SITUATION CAUSED BY THE EMBARGO OF ARAB OIL TO 

THE NETHERLANDS. 

3. THE PROGRAM PROPOSED BY THE DUTCH IS: 

A) INTERNAL MEASURES. THE DUTCH HAVE INSTITUTED MEASURES 
TO RESTRICT COMSUMPTION IN THE NETHERLANDS, INCLUDING A BAN 
ON SUNDAY PLEASURE DRIVING (ALREADY PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED) AND 
APPEALS TO THE DUTCH POPULATION TO TAKE VARIOUS CONSERVATION 
MEASURES. 

B) COMMISSION ACTIONS. THE NETHERLANDS ASK THE EC COMMISSION 
TO TAKE THREE SPECIEIC STEPS. FIRST, THE COMMISSION WAS 
REQUESTED TO APPROVE DUTCH LIMITATION OF EXPORTS OE 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS, INCLUDING EXPORTS TO OTHER MEMBER STATES. 

(BECAUSE SUCH A RESTRICTION ON TREE CIRCULATION WITHIN THE 
COMMUNITY WOULD BE CONTRARY TO THE TREATY OE ROME AND COMMUNITY 
REGULATIONS, SPECIFIC COMMUNITY APPROVAL IS REQUIRED.) 

SECONDLY, THE DUTCH ASKED THE COMMISSION TO STUDY THE POSSIBILITY 
OP OIL CONSERVATION MEASURES TO BE CARRIED OUT IN ALL EC MEMBER 
STATES. THIRD, THE DUTCH ASKED THAT THE COMMISSION STUDY THE 
POSSIBILITY OP MEMBER STATES SHARING OIL SUPPLIES. 

C) COUNCIL ACTION. THE DUTCH REQUESTED FINALLY THAT THE COUNCIL 
(POREIGN MINISTERS) URGENTLY CONSIDER THE NETHERLANDS' OIL 
SITUATION AT ITS MEETING ON NOVEMBER 6. THE DUTCH EMPHASIZED THE 
URGENCY OP THEIR REQUEST BY POINTING TO THE EXPECTED DEFICIT 
WHICH WILL BE CAUSED BY THE EMBARGO; THE ANNOUNCED EMBARGO 
WILL CAUSE A DROP OP 17 PERCENT EOR THE COMMUNITY AND 65 
PERCENT FOR THE NETHERLANDS OP THE ANTICIPATED DELIVERIES OP 
CRUDE OIL TO ROTTERDAM. 

4. WORKING LEVEL OFPICIALS OF THE COMMISSION HELD AN 
EMERGENCY MEETING LATE IN THE EVENING OF OCTOBER 30 
(CHAIRED BY BRONDEL IN SPAAK'S ABSENCE) TO DISCUSS 

THE DUTCH REQUEST AND TO PREPARE FOR THE REGULAR MEETING 
OP THE COMMISSIONERS ON OCTOBER 31. THIS MEETING PREPARED 
A PAPER EOR THE COMMISSIONERS' CONSIDERATION WHICH SUGGESTS 
THAT THE COMMISSION PROPOSE TO THE COUNCIL FOR DECISION 
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AT ITS MEETING NEXT WEEK, THAT THE COMMUNITY ADOPT A COMMON 
EXPORT POLICY, A COMMON POSITION ON THE SHARING OF CRUDE OIL, 

AND A COMMON POSITION TO BE TAKEN IN FUTURE OECD MEETINGS 
REGARDING OIL. RE THE SECOND POINT, THE GROUP SUGGESTED TO THE 
COMMISSIONERS THAT THE POOLING OP OIL SUPPLIES COULD BE 
DONE ON THE BASIS OP THE 1956 OECD AGREEMENT (REPERENCE WAS 
MADE SPECIPICALLY TO THE MEETINGS WHICH OECD OIL COMMITTEE 
CHARIMAN WANSINK WILL BE HAVING IN LONDON THIS WEEK). 
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